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Solar made simple

NO UPFRONT
EXPENSE

SOLAR FOR 
EVERYONE

LOWER YOUR
BILL

REDUCE YOUR 
FOOTPRINT

Subscribe to the solar 

energy produced by one or 

more panels for just $4.50 

per panel monthly

If you rent or your roof is 

not well oriented, shaded 

or due for replacement 

soon; community solar 

gives you access to clean, 

renewable energy

If you use more than 1000 

kWh a month; a 

subscription to community 

solar can help you save 

money on your monthly 

electric bill

The energy produced by 3 

solar panels will offset 

more than a ton of CO2 

emissions annually













Blue Ridge Community Solar

4 solar gardens

384 kW (AC) total - 1472 325w panels

96 kW (AC) / 117 kW (DC) – 368 panels per array

Fixed orientation: West/South-West (240°)
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Alleghany District Office: Sparta, NC



13Former Sara Lee Plant: Jefferson, NC
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Sherwood Substation: Vilas, NC
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Patterson School: Happy Valley, NC



Program Details

PPA Term: 20 years + 5 year option

Sites: 3 leased, one owned by Blue Ridge

Capacity Factor during Peak Demand (2-6 pm): 

60.78%

Generation from all sites is totalized

Pro rata share of generation per panel

Net Metering + Net Billing Rates available

Members pay 7 cents per kWh consumed

Members receive 7 cents per kWh generated

Panel subscription: $4.50/mo.

Average Panel Generation: 36 kWh/mo.



Advantages

All members can participate in community 

solar

No upfront cost to members

Subscription model allows easy transfer of 

panels if members move or change mind

Orientation maximizes peak demand reduction 

which benefits all members not just 

subscribers

Challenges

Members have to speak to a Energy Services 

Specialist to sign up

Explaining Net Metering and Net Billing rate 

options to members

Most subscribers opted for only 1 or 2 panels

One county enacted a Solar Amendment to 

Zoning Ordinance during project planning



When Does Peak Demand Occur?

Top 100 Peak Hours 2012-2016



What does a perfect day look like?







Panels Subscribed by Month



88% subscribed

532 members
1295 of 1472 panels have been subscribed in 8 months

Average # of panels per subscriber: 2.4 



#SoldonSolar

Window clings and thank you notes

Free Community Solar T-Shirt for 

sharing what members like about the 

program

Shoot short video telling why they 

signed up for community solar

Post video to Facebook, Instagram or 

Twitter with hashtag #SoldonSolar

Tag @BlueRidgeEnergy



“If one does not know to which port one is sailing, no 

wind is favorable.”

- Seneca


